MONDAY 


Churchgoers mourn, comfort 
On baseball field, Texans hold first 
service since fatal shooting. — National, 4A 


QB Kelley arrested 


Arkansas redshirt freshman facing 


charges, including DWI. — Sports, 1¢ 
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In the news 


E Mike Ritch, a profes- 
sional chef who co-founded 
Smokin’ Angels BBQ Min- 
istry, said a fundraiser the 
Adkins, Texas, group held 
selling $10 plates of barbe- 
cue to raise money for vic- 
tims of the church shooting 
in nearby Sutherland Springs 
exceeded its goal of $50,000. 


E Spike Lee, the director 
who was presenting two of 
his documentaries at the Vir- 
ginia Film Festival in Charlot- 
tesville, asked the audience 
to observe a moment of si- 
lence to remember the area 
woman killed by a car that 
plowed through a group of 
counterprotesters during a 
white nationalist rally in Au- 
gust. 

E Borut Pahor, Slovenia’s 
president, won a second 
term in office, becoming only 
the second Slovenian pres- 
ident to win a second term 
since the country gained in- 
dependence from the former 
Yugoslavia in 1991. 


E Elizabeth Guerrero, 68, 
of Rio Grande Valley, Texas, 
faces charges in the death of 
her granddaughter’s former 
common-law husband, with 
authorities accusing her of 
running over 20-year-old Gil- 
berto Gaytan with her SUV 
as part of a custody dispute 
between Gaytan and the 
granddaughter. 


E Warli, who uses one 
name and is marketing offi- 
cer for a waxwork museum 
in Indonesia, said the De 
Mata Trick Eye Museum 
removed a statue of Adolf 
Hitler, with which visitors 
could take selfies in front of 
an image of the Auschwitz 
extermination camp, after 
Jewish and rights groups 
expressed anger. 


E Shawn Moore of Mem- 
phis faces homicide and oth- 
er charges, police said, after 
he placed a l-year-old girl in 
a bed with his gun and the 
infant’s 3-year-old sibling 
accidentally fatally shot her. 
E Lindsey Pelton, 36, and 
Doug Teixeira, 35, of Delto- 
na, Fla., were charged with 
providing false information 
in what authorities said was 
a faked home invasion and 
shooting that the couple 
staged as part of a scheme 
to collect insurance money. 


E Emerson Isaac Hernan- 
dez-Turcios was pulled over 
in Mississippi transporting 
eight illegal aliens in a ve- 
hicle designed to carry five 
people, with three of them 
hiding under a cover in the 
cargo area, and was arrest- 
ed on a DUI charge after the 
officer noticed a pipe and 
marijuana residue, authori- 
ties said. 


E Arongkron “Paul” 
Malasukum of New York 
City pleaded guilty to a fed- 
eral wildlife trafficking count, 
admitting that he purchased 
parts from endangered Af- 
rican lions and tigers worth 
more than $150,000, with 
prosecutors saying he then 
sent them to Thailand for 
sale. 
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AP/AARON FAVILA 


Protesters scuffle with police as they are dispersed while trying to get near the U.S. Embassy on 
Sunday in Manila, Philippines. The group was protesting against the visit of President Donald Trump. 


Trump offers 
to be mediator 
in sea disputes 


President visits Philippines 
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MANILA, Philippines — 
President Donald Trump 
on Sunday offered to medi- 
ate in the South China Sea 
disputes, while his Chinese 
counterpart played down 
concerns over Beijing’s mil- 
itary buildup and the pros- 
pects of war in the contested 
waters. 

Trump and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping spoke 
separately about the territo- 
rial rifts ahead of an annual 
summit of Southeast Asian 
nations that includes the 
U.S., China and other glob- 
al players. The disputes are 
expected to get the spotlight 
at the summit, along with the 
North Korean nuclear threat 
and terrorism. 


Ex-officials say Trump let Putin 
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WASHINGTON — Two 
top former U.S. intelligence 
officials on Sunday accused 


President Donald Trump of 


being ambiguous about Vlad- 
imir Putin’s role in Russian 
interference in the 2016 elec- 
tion, saying the president is 
susceptible to foreign leaders 
who stroke his ego. 

“By not confronting the 
issue directly and not ac- 
knowledging to Putin that 
we know youre responsible 
for this, I think he’s giving 


Tax bills 
remain 


at odds 


Property levies 
major flash point 
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WASHINGTON — The 
chairman of the House’s 
tax-writing committee 
said Sunday that he’s con- 
fident that chamber won’t 
go along with the Senate’s 
proposal to eliminate the 
deduction for property tax- 
es, setting up a major flash 
point as Republicans aim to 
put a tax cut bill on Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s desk 
before Christmas. 

GOP lawmakers are 
moving urgently to push 
forward on the first rewrite 
of the U.S. tax code in three 
decades, but key differences 
promise to complicate the 
effort. 

Among the biggest dif- 
ferences in the two bills that 
have emerged: The House 
bill allows homeowners 
to deduct up to $10,000 in 
property taxes while the 
Senate proposal unveiled by 
GOP leaders last week elim- 
inates the entire deduction. 

The deduction is par- 
ticularly important to res- 
idents in states with high 
property values or tax rates, 
such as New Jersey, Illinois, 
California and New York. 
Rep. Kevin Brady, chair- 
man of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, said he 
worked with lawmakers in 
those states to ensure the 
House bill provides relief 
and that he was committed 
to ensuring it stays in the 
final package. 

“Its important to make 

See TAXES, Page 3A 


Putin a pass,” former CIA Di- 
rector John Brennan said on 
CNN’s State of the Union. “I 
think it demonstrates to Mr. 
Putin that Donald Trump can 
be played by foreign leaders 
who are going to appeal to his 
ego and try to play upon his 
insecurities.” 

Appearing on the same 
program, James Clapper, the 
former director of national 
intelligence, said he agrees 
with that assessment. 

“He seems very suscepti- 
ble to rolling out the red car- 
pet and honor guards and all 


the trappings and pomp and 
circumstance that come with 
the office, and I think that 
appeals to him, and I think 
it plays to his insecurities,” 
Clapper said. 

Trump told reporters trav- 
eling with him in Asia that 
Putin had assured him at a 
conference in Danang, Viet- 
nam, on Saturday that Russia 
did not interfere in the 2016 
U.S. presidential campaign, 
and he indicated that he be- 
lieved Putin was sincere. 

Later, in a news confer- 
ence Sunday in Hanoi with 


Remembrance Sunday 


AP/DANNY LAWSON 


A man looks at Tommy, a statue of a World War | soldier by 
artist Ray Lonsdale, as the sun rises on Remembrance Sunday 


in Seaham, England. 


Escaping Burma 


Vietnamese President Tran 
Dai Quang, Trump appeared 
to be trying to parse his ear- 
lier remarks, saying, “What I 
said is that I believe [Putin] 
believes that.” 

“I believe that he feels that 
he and Russia did not meddle 
in the election,” Trump said. 

“As to whether I believe 
it, I’m with our agencies,” 
Trump said. “As currently 
led by fine people, I believe 
very much in our intelligence 
agencies.” 

In his earlier remarks to 


reporters, Trump referred to 


The long-simmering dis- 
putes are one issue where the 
two major powers’ influence, 
focus and military might 
have been gauged, with the 
U.S. and China both calling 
for a peaceful resolution but 
taking contrasting positions 
in most other aspects of the 
conflict. 

Unlike China, the U.S. is 
not a claimant to the poten- 
tially oil-rich and busy wa- 
ters, but it has declared that 
it has a national interest in 
ensuring freedom of naviga- 
tion and overflight and the 
peaceful resolution of the 
disputes. Several nations 
back an active American mil- 
itary presence in the region 
to serve as a counterweight 
to China’s increasingly as- 
sertive actions, including the 

See TRUMP, Page 2A 


off easy 


Brennan and Clapper as “po- 
litical hacks.” Brennan said 
Sunday that he considers 
Trump’s characterization “a 
badge of honor.” 

Both men have been crit- 
ical of Trump for not saying 
more definitively that Putin 
was behind the Russian inter- 
ference in the U.S. election, a 
conclusion endorsed by the 
US. intelligence community. 

“T don’t know why the am- 
biguity about this,” Brennan 
said Sunday. “Putin is com- 
mitted to undermining our 


See PUTIN, Page 2A 


Clinton allies look 
forward to reunion 


Influence extended beyond ’92 run 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A quarter-century after 
unseating an incumbent Re- 
publican president, the mas- 
terminds behind Democrat 
Bill Clinton’s successful 1992 
White House bid are return- 
ing to Little Rock this week 
to celebrate their achieve- 
ment. 

The former Arkansas gov- 
ernor, who had dreamed of 
the presidency for decades, 
will be making the journey, 
along with his wife, former 
Secretary of State Hillary 


AP/A.M. AHAD 


Rohingya Muslims travel aboard a raft made with plastic containers while crossing the Naf River 
from Burma into Bangladesh on Sunday. 


Clinton. 

Many of the campaign 
strategists, pollsters and 
media consultants who cata- 
pulted to fame after that year 
have also made their travel 
reservations. 

Hundreds of others are 
returning to central Arkan- 
sas: an assortment of White 
House alumni, but also an ar- 
my of grass-roots volunteers 
— people who knocked on 
doors, answered phones and 
registered voters throughout 
the campaign. 


See CLINTON, Page 3A 


Premier set 
for return 
to Lebanon 
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BEIRUT — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Saad Hariri 
said Sunday that he will re- 
turn to his country “within 
days” amid a political cri- 
sis that arose when he an- 
nounced his sudden resig- 
nation on Nov. 4 in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Ina live interview shown 
on Future TV, Hariri said 
he had resigned to protect 
Lebanon from imminent 
danger, although he didn’t 
specify who was threatening 
the country. He said he will 
return to submit his resigna- 
tion and seek a settlement 
with his rivals in the coali- 
tion government, the mili- 
tant group Hezbollah. 

See LEBANON, Page 5A 


